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Ps Words of the Apoſtle,” as they =_ 
tand in my Text, are plainly" delivered | 4 
9 U 2% as Characters or Titles of the Houſe 141 | 
; ; 708 God immediately preceding Where 
. the Cloſe of 77 mo Inſtructions 
1 7510 15 by, Preliding at 15275 
the BR 5/2 poſtle's A Appoint- 
19 700 s, he adds, things itt 
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T unto thee, Prog t 93 unto thee  ſoorthy.; ; but if 
time) 


ba 
Ing, that thau may/ w (i.e. in le et bow thou 
255 ft to behave thyſelf in the Houſe. of Gad, 1 which, fa ys he, ; 
7s the Church of the living God, \the Pillar. and Grun a the 
Truth. The manifeſt Deſign of which last Cane, fign- 
ring out under Images thus grand and illuſtrious 25 the news 3 


vera 219) oſt nia! =, N B 3 2 eel ! hs. 


1 Sons 22 „ [v 31 [ 10% uh »] 6 1 10. > Abts Situs 
(viz; TT Pills and Cre , fr of e ven ju derftand= 2 
D e 2 ß 
after this Manner, ny. 7 hte to behave t in t ods 2 4, 
and G. &c: 4 A er. Thefaur: a — 4 3 „ 
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| . point of Grammar, ince cubes in the 1 
of Appoſition with d in the A ecufarie, with 


\ Without being in the ſame Caſe, or written 5vAy, 
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erected Society of Chriſtians, meant here, undoubtedly, by 
the Houſe of God, is, as I apprehend, to add a ſingular 
Weight and Efficacy to all his forepping Inſtructions; inaſ- 
much as the very Idea of the Church of God from the former, 
would naturally enforce the Obſervance of the latter, by ex 


citing in all ſerious and attentive Minds an awful Sen af the 


ſeveral Duties and Obligations concerning it: Both Paſtors 
and People were to read, as it were, a plain and conſtant 


Loeſſon to themſttves; in the very Nature and End of this 


ſacred Community; and were even from its Dignity itſelf to 
be png into Affections, ee and a Conduct 


I ſhall 3 ee on the Words abore cited, 
e to explain, SAY 


4 


ok given to the Chr: 4 55 Suurch, and on what 
W i th are attribiited to it hy the Apoſtle. 


To thew, from what Proviſions under the Go- 
io 8 Church: was. delign'd and prefum'd in all 


ks to 'anfiver. theſe Characters. The due Conſideration 
df which Particulars, will naturally ſuggeſt to our Thoughts 


in the laſt Place, A f itable Apptication of the whole to the 
preſent f Tolemn Occaſion, . 5 


Fin then, I ſhall endeavor to explain the true Meaning 
and Extent of the Characters here given to the Chriſtian 
Church, and on what: particular Grounds they are attributed 
w-#'bythe Ap ole, 

But before I enter on this Head, it may be proper to re- 
move one Difficul :ſtarted-by ſorne eminent Writers abroad, 
In relation to che laſt Wordls of the en * The 

PR RO Sine e | ilar 


Fit, The tue Metin g a0d.Exzent of th Chant 
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Pillar and Ground ꝙ the Truth; which Sentence, they 


* think, ſhould rather be connected, not as it is at preſent 


in our common Books, with the Houſe of God immediately 
preceding, but with the ſalbwing Words in the next Veris, 
Kal (wonoyupuives Kize i ad Tis kundla; up, Aud 
without Coritreverfy, or, cnnfeſcdly great it the Myſtery of 
Godlinefs; As if the Myfery of Gadlinz/5 in the Chriſtian 
Diſpenfation, not the Chriſtian Church itſelf, were really 
what is here ſtiled by St. Paul, The Pillar and Ground U 
the Truth. Novr in anſtwer to this extracedinary.Commens, 
invented pethaps. chiefly to. cut off utterly all the Pleas of the 
Romanijis from this Paſſage, it is ſufficient to obſerve, chat 
tho we cannot indeed urge the Authority of the: antrenteff 
Manuſcripts af tbe Feſtament, they being. free from all che 
uſual Diſtincions al Verfa and Segtensseyhi yet the Fadlieſt { 
in which any Diſfinctiand of that kind appear; \ tegether 
with tha aldeſt Verfioii ꝗ and Citations amang the Primitive 
Writers}, are all clearly againſt it. So that hawever ſpesl- 
MY THEM nen may fem N ed” f 
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(Obſervat. in lhe; Limbarch. Chriſt. L. 1. c, x. g. 
mention che late E tors 1 theNew Teſt ment in Greek and. ings and, k- 


veral others. 
— 0. 1. Day! Bab. Prof 


eee Monkaloa! mee erh 
in Catalog. Bibligth. Cotton. 
On prefere la ponctuation ordinaire, qui ęſt tris ancienne, Beanſtre 
13 >, Bs 
Comp. Mr. Twells Critical Examination, e. Pt. i i. p. 1 56. | 
$ As. the: Hylec, Coplic. 28d Atbicpic, belides the. Arabic iff: later 
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Adverſaries, and though a few recent Copies 1 may favour 
it in ſome Degree, yet being ſupported by no proper Evi- 
dence and Teſtimony, it is too precarious to gain Admit- 
tance, or to carry any conſiderable Force with it. Beſides 


which, -it'is worth remarking; that in this Conſtruction of 


the Sentences. there is an evident Harſnhneſs and Inelegance, 


which may ſhew both the Impropriety and Unſoundneſs 
of it; for the whole running thus according to them, The 


Pillar and Ground of the Tritth, and great without Cuntro- 


werſy is the Myſtery. of Gadlingſi ; the former Fart. before the 
Verb inſtead of ing by a regular Gradation in Thought and 


Language, is made by this means to Fink in both as it pro- 


ceeds, to its great Diſadvantage in Point of Beauty and 
Strength ſince the Words great uitbout Coritrover fy comdey 
plainhy a muh lower and falnter Idea than; the Pillau and 
Groind gf Truth going before them. Which: great Defect 
in Point ef Stile, is alone à very ſtrong Objection to that 


Taterpretation, which catiſes it; . however regardleſs 


of iny Ornaments in Diction the great Apoſtle may appeat, 
Yet is not ſo of JuſtneſsiniSentiment, nor would he thus, 


1 imagine, to the Ear of his Reader, break * * orce and 
5 aſis of his Expreſſion 

Having obviated therefore briefly, ahi Might alte the 
Situation of the Sentence in Queſtion, without deſcending 
e upon it in the * Contlrattiany,” equally 


| 5 LY ew 4 Fe. r r 
** 0 I LS THEE *.*2 * 4 * 27 3311 All 19 He 1 
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1 The eminent 8 of the French Trandation ofthe New Teſtament, 
Beaußobre and. Lenfunt, are the only Writers I have met with, who poſitively | 
firm thus mich, and J fuppoſe, not without Authority. Their Words 
2 Il. ie, a [Hes E xemplaires G rect, Ou Lon a mis un e avant ces el 


Some learned Men ding the Difculty ht mentfon'd; do not * 
the _ of Godlineſs the Subject in the Sentence as Logicians ſpeak, but — 
toget 
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exceptionable, and which might lead me too far out of the 
way at preſent, I proceed now to conſider the true Senſe of 
this, and the other join'd with it in my Text. The firſt 
Character, under which the Chriſtian Believers are here re- 
preſented, is that of the Church of the living God, given by 
way of Eminence and ſingular Prerogative to that Body of 
Men, as united under one ſupreme Head, the Author and 
Finiſher of their Faith, for the Service of the true, ever- 
living God, according to the Laws and Doctrines of the Go- 
ſpel. In vertue of which Profeſſion, they are admitted into 
a nearer Relation to, and a more intimate Communion with 
Almighty God: They are receivd as his favourite People, 
as his Peculium *.or rh Segullab, like the eus of old; 
Honour d even with the Appellation of his CBildren by A. 
adoption, and declar d thro' Jeſus 'Chrift to be the Heirs of the 
Glory and Happineſs eternal, to be reveal d hereafter.” And 
the Chri/tians are here ſtiled emphatically, the Church of the 
lving God, in Oppoſition both to eus and Gentiles : To 
the firſt tho Worſhippers indeed of the true Fehoveh, as 
Sq 03 1126031 en Ee Maden i S127 lHſueceeding 


, * * * = — 
An 21. 11 ring ll] by 3 
= #48 14 21 21 8 iS "wu : C1 3F 


| | OR VOI7TSSN9S enovoloolien inns mot 
together with. the Words foregoing a'Predicate of God manife/t in the Fleſh, 


rendring the whole after this Manner; The Pillar, &c. and the great Myfte- 
Ty of Godlineſi is, God was manifefted in the Fab. But if this had been the 
real. Sence of the Apoſtle, the Verb ic would not have been. plac'd, where it is, 
between iy and 1 5g evosfeias aud ne, but after the Word Aus Ip; 
and beſides, ab Grotiur well obſerves, the Article W prefi d hem to: Hu 
pio, Oc. ſhews evidently that me . of, 
not a Predicate.: Tituli hi, ſays he, = 


Paal 0 cher, en ud ei, ge 
mirum quam laborent, ut hæc verba ſequenti periodo ronnectant. Eis fum 
alia repugnant , tum illud 2 quod ponitur- ante 7s iussgelas faus ip, 
gui articulus oftendit novum ęſe ſenſum, non titulorum cum ſequentibus 
continuationem , & illud winger poni SubjeRtive nn Predicative, ' up 


| Scholes loquuntur. Grot. in loc. Such Diffcdhias attend all other 
Canſtructions, but the common and clear one, which our Tranſlators have 


followed. 


* Aads 21gibchee, Tit. ii. 14. Terme Eph. i. 14 Nats ei Aeneon; 
» Gros iNN, 1 Pet. ii. 9. | 


Godlineſs. is meant as a Subjecgm 
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facceeding now upon their preſent Rejeftion for many 
Crimes, to the Inheritance of the þirrtuo! Bleſiings 
promis d to. their Fathers, and the Enjoyment of God's ſpe- 
cial Preſence and Patronage: And to the Gentileg, as devo- 
tetl not like them to the blind and ſuperſtitious Adoration of 
feleſs Images, of corruptible animate Creaturet, ot inferior 
Demos, but to that moſt pure Worſhip of the ſupteme in- 
dependent Divinity, | whom all things fab both in Hea- 
0 at nt mn ide font pafendgy, Ye io 
ond for ever; 

It is however to be remembend, that Bt. Paul Wale in 
this high Strain of the Chriſten Church, not eventually, or 
according to the actual and perpetual Condition of the whole 


Church in all Ages and Places, but according to the original 


Deſign, | Confiitation And — of it, abſtracted from 


any Defeftsor Cotruptionz, with which the Follies or Vices 


of Men might hereafter diſorder and impair it. He conſiders 
qt in its Primitive Inftitution, and in its regular State, with 
all choſe ecellent Qualities and happy Fniis ſpringing out 
dich, were it carefully preſerv'd as it ought to be 
from any miſchievous Degeneracy and Decay, it is natural- 
1y form d and enabled to produce. In hie ? mibed Senſe 
he calls it likewiſe che Houſe 'of God, as we find this very 
Phraſe interpretet? to us in the Epiſtle to the Hebrows, ch. ik. in. 
By 5 6. where ſpeaking of Chrift Ye he adds, Who 1 Was 
Ma to bum that apptinted bim, as was alfo Moles, in all 
i Houſe, —— 4nd Moſes verily woas faithful in all his 
Hoaſe as a Servant, — Chrif as a Son over his Houle ; 
-oboſe Houſe (or which Houſe, as ſome.MSS, read it) We 
er, if we bald faſt the Confidence, and the: TOO the Hope 
fm 


e See-Dr; Millrand Brrgetiuz in loc. 


— 
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fim um the End. Intimating plainly by the laft of theſe 
Sentences, under what Cond;tzon the Chriſtian Believers are 
the Houſe ꝙ God, and conſequently under what Condition 
they are likewiſe that, which is coincident with and con- 
menſurate to the other, #eiChurch of the li God. 
The next Apoſtolical Character of the ſame Religious So- 
ciety, is, The Pillar and Ground of the Truth Which 
Phraſe does certainly not import, what ſome Nomaniſis labour 
to ſtrilæe out of it, ja any ſuch ſupernatural Portion of the 
Holy Spirit is deriv'd continually to the Superior Governors 
of it, whereby they are guided infallibly into all Fundamen- 
tal or neceſſary Truths, and ſeour d abſolutely from Error in 
all their folemn Doterminations-conoerning them; and much 
lf, that any exti Gift of chis Kind ſhall be con- 
fert d on the Biſhops of Nome above all others; becauſe the 
Apoſtle does here ſpeak, not as they interpret him, of the 
Church Reprgentariur only or the Wine of it, but of that 
in which Timothy is particularly directed how to rule, and 
behave 'bimfelf, that is, of che Church colleive, compos d 
boch of Faſtors and People, and conſequently without any 
Reſtriction of his Words to one part of it exclufive of the 
other. Neither, as I imagine, does 7his Phraſe (whatever 
others may expreſs) contain any poſitive Aſſurance, that in 
41 Times to the final Conſummation of Things there ſhall 
fubſiſt a uible Church of Chriſt, maintaining all eſſential 
and weighty Dectrines of the Goſpel in their genuine Purity 
and Rectitude, without any Mixture of falſe and 


Tenets repugnant to it; becauſe, i any ſuch Aſſurance muſt | 
be collected from hende, it will carry us, Em afraid, too far, 

and extend to all viſible Chriſtian Churches, as well as one, 
or a few only; ſince the * 2” eulen here of the 


Church 
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Church in general, and ſeems to denote ſome Property com- 
mon to the whole, which a too fad Experience and Hiſtory 
will not allow to be the Property or Quality abovementioned, 
Leaving therefore theſe Expoſitions of the Words before us, 
as not agreeable to the Apoſtle's Intention, I ſhall now pro- 
_ poſe what I hope may appear to be the true and full Mean- 
ing of them. The Chriſtian Church then may juſtly bear 
the Title of ETVA% #2, iSeainue Ti; anteizg The Pillar and 
Ground, or Stay of the Truth, in three eminent Reſpects. 
1. As being furniſh'd with the only Syſtem or written Pan- 
dect of Religion, both unerringly true in all its Parts, as of 
Divine Authority, and likewiſe perfectly adapted to the pre- 
ent Circumſtances and Exigences of Human Nature, by the 
certain Information from it of the Terms of our Acceptance 
with God, by the ſtrongeſt Sanctions annexed to it of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments in a future State, and by the com- 
fortable Aſurances of gracious Succours to our Weakneſſes 
from the Holy Spirit. In which View it might perhaps be 
term' d the Pillar of Truth, in alluſion to thoſe celebrated 
Pillars among the Antients “, on, which Oracles, Hierogly- 
phics, moral Aphoriſms, or Laws both Civil and Religious, 
were often inſcrib'd, in Temples and other publick Pla- 
ces; from a likeneſs to which in exhibiting to the Eyes 
and Obſervance of Mankind the facred Inſtructions and 
Laws of God, the Church of Chriſt might be elegantly re- 
preſented under that Emblem or Metaphor. Again, 2. It 
was the c p, the Ground or Stay as well as Pillar of the 
Truth, — its very Origin and Power. It was not the 
vas of. any mere ee School, nor the Creature of 
| | any 
* TIE in one View a large and Critical Atcount of them in Suicer. The- 
ſaur. Tom, ii, p. 1049. ſeq. Jacob. * ah Eccleſ. Exercitat. 1, 
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any preſent capricious Modes of Thinking, of any acciden- 
tal Humours or Turn of Fancy; it was not raisd by any 
lucky Conjuncture of Time, or artful Schemes of Human 
Policy; nor did it ſubſiſt on any temporary Favour of the 
Great, or tranſient Applauſe of the Learned; theſe are pre- 
carious and ſandy Foundations, of little Depth and Stabili- 
ty: But the Church of Chriſt had God himſelf for its Au- 
thor, and was eſtabliſh'd.by the Wonders of his Power, and 
made Triumphant under his Protection over all the Efforts 
and Combinations of its Enemies. And thus might very 
juſtly be diſtinguiſh'd as the Support of Truth beyond all 
others, as ſtanding out unſhaken by any Storm and Aſſault, 
and againſt which the Gates of Hell or Powers of Darkneſs 
would never be ſuffer d to prevail. 

Farther 3. It was ſuch, as being, if not the only one foffibly, 


yet the richeſt Source and moſt happy Channel of Divine 


Truth, and, with it, of Peace to the Conſcience, of Hope 
and Satisfaction in the Affairs of Eternity, to the anxious 
diſtracted Thoughts ef the Gentile World, which lay in 

miſerable Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, without any 
juſt and ſettled Apprehenſions of the Deity, and true Reli- 
gion. It was in vain to expect relieving Inſtructions of this 
Kind to the Bulk of our Species, from the mere Strength of 
Human Reaſon in the Multitude, or from the Laws of the 


wiſeſt Legiſlators, or from the Dictates of philofo bphic Acade- 


mies. The firſt was ſo rude and uncultivated, fo blinded 
with Prejudices, and ſo choak'd up with perpetual Rounds 
of Pleaſures or Buſineſs, and the other were either ſo ſhort 
and imperfect on the Head of Religion, or fo abſtruſe and 
ſubtiliz d above common Underſtandings, or fo adulterated 
with the groſſeſt Fundamental Errors of various Kinds, or 
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ſo deſtitute of proper Weight and Authority, that neither 
any of theſe, nor all together, were capable of enlightening 
and reforming Mankind with any conſiderable Degree of Suc- 
ceſs and Influence, Neither was the Feuiſb Church perfectly 
qualified for this great End, notwithſtanding its Moſaic 
Law of divine Original, and other admirable Writings of 
inſpir'd Penmen among that People. For tho' indeed their 
Scriptures were, according to St. Pauls account, * highly pro- 

fitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Inſtruction in Righteouſ- 
neſs, yet as they were clogg'd for temporary Reaſons with 
many ritual Obſervances, and clouded with typical Adum- 
brations of good Things to come; as they did not unfold 
plainly the whole Scheme of Man's Redemption, nor ex- 
plain fully the Means of Salvation in this State of Infirmity 
and Mortality, nor open ſo clear a Proſpect of another 
World, they are ſo far inferior to the Chriſtian Scriptures in 
Uſe and Extent, that the latter, even compar'd with them, 
and the Church of Chriſt erected upon their Doctrine and 
Authority, may properly be entitled, with reſpect to Man- 


kind in general, the Fountain and Oracle of religious Truth. 
From hence then it was, as from the grand and ſure Repo- 


ſitory of it, that the Truth was to break out at laſt upon a fin- 


ful and deluded World, to diſpel thoſe melancholy Clouds 


of Idolatry and Superſtition overwhelming it, and to purge 
away thoſe reigning Corruptions and Impurities in Practice, 
that were no leſs offenſive to a Being of infinite Holineſs, 
than a Reproach to human Nature itſelf, It was from hence 
to illuminate both Greek and Barbarian, Phil oſopher and 
Peaſant ; from hence was the Sound of God's — 26 firſt 


by the n of his Apoſtles in a mice Variety of 


Lan- 


* 2 Tim. i ili. 16, 17. 
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Languages, and afterwards both by their written Inſtructions, 
and the Zeal and Induſtry of ſucceeding Believers, to go out 
into all Lands, fo that in Length of Time the Earth ſhould 
be filled with the Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters cover 
the Sea *, Therefore are the Nations repreſented by the Pro- 
phets || as flowing without Number to this Sion, and learn- 
ing with Rapture the Statutes of the Lord, and offering up 
Incenſe to his Name in all Places, from the rifmg up of the Sun 


to the going down of the ſame +. And tho indeed the Chriſtian 


Church is not the Pillar and Ground of the Truth in ſuch a a 
Senſe, as always preſerving and propagating it in its full 


Luſtre of Purity and Perfection, tho' it may by many fatal 


Inſtances of Miſconduct very groſly obſcure and depraye it, 
yet is it then conſider d by the Apoſtle as not ſubſiſting in its 
native conſtitutional Integrity, but as ceafing, as it were, to be 
itſelf, by its own Default, as loſing, by ſome wilful Miſbe- 
haviour, that Dignity and Excellence, which its Name and 
Nature implies, and which /hou1d and migbe conſtantly adorn 
it, were it ſteadily to adhere to the Principles and Laws of 
its Profeſſion, and follow diligently with an ardent and pious 


Emulation, the bright Examples of its Primitive Diſci- 


ples. 

Such then being the original Defgn and Hm of the 
Chriſtian Church, ſuch the high Characters under which it 
is repreſented by the Apoſtle, it becomes the ſincere Mem- 
bers of it in all Ages to review frequently the Talents and 
Powers it enjoys, productive of the great Qualities aſcrib d to 
it, and capable by a proper Application of exalting it to the 
lofty Deſcription of it; and from thence to reflect atten tively 

C. on 


* If. xi. 9. 11 n. % % 4 5. K. 3, 4, 5. Micah. iv. 1, 2. 
+ Malachi i. 11. | 
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on their own indiſpenſable Obligations to employ them all 
(according to every one's Station and Capacity) with the 
happieſt Improvements to the beſt Ends. And this leads me 


to ſhew 
In the ſecond Place, a what Proviſions under the Go- 


ſpel, the Chriſtian Church was deſign'd and might be pre- 
ſum'd by St. Paul in all Times to anſwer the Characters 
he gives to it, of being the Church of the living God, the Pil- 
lar and Ground of the Truth. The 1ſt, and chief of theſe, 
hinted above, is that ineſtimable Treaſure of Holy Scrip- 
tures, penn d by God's ſpecial Miniſters, under the imme- 
'Giate Direction of his Bleſſed Spirit, and depoſited with the 
Church of Chriſt, as a ſtanding infallible Rule of Faith and 
Manners, to the firſt and all ſucceeding Generations. And 
whatever our Adverſaries either of the R omiſb or Sceptical 
Party may ſuggeſt to the contrary, they were every way fit- 
ted (ſo far as it was neceſſary and reaſonable) by the Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom of their Author, for the great Purpoſes 
and Benefits intended by them. They were written in a 
Language, which from its wide Extent and Prevalence in 
the Roman Empire, was at that time the propereſt of any 
for a general Publication of the New Divine Oeconomy to 
Mankind; and tho' differing in ſome meaſure from that in 
Uſe among the Greeks themſelves, by a Mixture of Hebrew 
and Syriac Idioms, yet ſo little obſcur d by the latter, as {till 
to appear eaſy and familiar in all Articles of Moment, with 
an artleſs unaffected Simplicity of Stile, exquiſitely ſuited to 
the common Apprehenſions of Men, and with a Strength 
and Authority at the ſame time moſt becoming the Dignity of ; 
Divine Laws. As to the Doctrinal and Preceptive Parts of 


them, they all evidently tend in the higheſt Degree to the 
n EI, 
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Glory of God, and the Perfection and Happineſs of Man- 
kind. In the one they correct the wretched Miſapprehenſi- 
ons of the Pagan, concerning the Divine Nature, Attributes, 
Providence, and Will, directing all religious Worſhip with 
Inſtructions in the Form and Manner of it to the one only 
true Godhead, in which are diſcover'd, as ſubſiſting together 
in a moſt intimate and inſeparable Union, three Perſons 
(unreveal'd expreſiy before to the Children of Men) a Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, all concurring reſpectively in that ſtu- 
pendous Work of Man's Redemption from Sin and Death. 
With which Inſtructions are alſo communicated others, re- 
preſenting the true ſpiritual State of Man, the Terms of his 
Reconciliation with an offended God, of the Pardon of his 
Sins thro' the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus upon ſincere Repentance, 
and of his Admiſſion to a State of immortal Life and Glory 
hereafter, brought to light in theſe laſt Days thro' the Goſpel. 
In the other or Preceptive Part, they enjoin the Acquiſition 
and Practice of every Virtue, that tends to exalt and purify 
Human Nature, to heal the Corruptions and Diſorders of _ 
our Species, to ſweeten our Spirits, to moderate our Paſſions, 
to regulate our Affections and Appetites, and in ſhort, to 
reſtore us to that Image and Similitude of the Divinity origi- 
nally impreſs'd on the Soul of Man, and to qualify us for the 
future Enjoyment of that Bliſs and Purity, which Fleſb and 
Blood cannot inherit, and where ſenſual or criminal Plea- 
ſures of no kind have either any Reliſh or Exiſtence, On 
the other fide, the ſame Scriptures prohibit ſeverely every 
Vice, every Enormity in Action, and Irregularity even in 
Word or Thought, which has any ill Aſpect and Influence 
on the Souls or Bodies, on the publick or private, the pre- 
ſent or future Happineſs of Mankind. Whatever weakens 
| and 
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and impairs our Rational Faculties, by darkning the Under- 
ſtanding and perverting the Judgment, whatever obſtructs 
the Welfare, and diſturbs the Peace of Society, by being the 
Seeds of Feuds and Animoſities, of Broils and Contentions, 
and the Cauſes of Fraud and Violence, Confuſion and Di- 


ſtraction, whatever injures our Health and Eaſe, by produ- 
ing unnatural Diſeaſes and Infirmities, Affliction and Pain, 


and in ſhort, whatever renders us the Inſtruments of Miſ- 
chief to ourſelves or others, is there threatned with the 
Wrath of God, with Tribulation and Anguiſh eternal. So 
that were the admirable Preſcriptions of this Law univerſally 
obſerv'd by all to the utmoſt of their Power, by religiouſly 
performing what they command, and carefully avoiding 
whatever they forbid, we ſhould ſee the many happy and 
glorious Fruits of it in that rich Abundance of all Virtues, 
Graces, and Bleſſings, which would render truly that Socie- 


ty, we now conſtitute, the Church of the Irving God, the Pil- 


lar and Ground of the Truth, And that Writings of ſuch e- 
minent Value and Authority might to all Ages be tranſmit- 
ted in a due Degree of Purity and Perfection, that all Nati- 
ons might receive the beſt Light and Benefit from them in 
Divine Knowledge and univerſal Righteouſneſs, without 


 duffering any conſiderable Diſadvantage in either from their 
\Diſtance in Place or Time or Diverſity of Language, 


there is 

A ſecond Proviſion for this Purpoſe, the Foundation of 
the preſent Solemnity, namely that of an inſtituted Mini- 
ſtry, conſiſting of various Orders, and plac'd over the Chri- 
ſtian Flock, as Paſtors and Governors of it, as Stewards of 
the Myſteries, and Diſpenſers of the Word of God. 


Theſe 


ſe 
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by: Theſe Men from their reſpective Offices ant Powers re- 
pos'd in them, were in the Eye of our Lord and his Apoſtles, 
the beft Human Means of nurturing and enlarging the 


Church of Chriſt thro a Ages, and preſerving it in its na- 


tive Dignity and Luſtre. They are all in common under 
the ſtricteſt Charge to live the Ornaments of their Holy 
Profeſſion, to be burning Lights and ſhining Examples to thoſe 
under their Care in every Evangelical Virtue, holding the M- 


. ftery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience x. They are all in com- 


mon moſt ſolemnly conjur'd 70 keep with all Diligence the 


good Thing committed to their Truſt, that is, the Form of found 


Words , laid down by our Lord and his Apoſtles ; fo continue 
firmly in the Doctrine they had learned 4 from them, and fo 


' contend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the Saints ||. 


And being thus purified, thus inſtructed, and eſtabliſh'd 
themſelves, they are each in their different Order and Station 
required to watch and labour for the Souls of others, as they 
that muſt grve an Account ** hereafter; they are to feed, to 
nouriſh, to guard, and perfect, as far as poſhble, the Chri- 
ſtian Flock, over which they are Overſeers T, in all divine 
Truth and unſpotted Righteouſneſs, by earneſt Exhortations 
to every good Work, and ſeaſonable Admonitions againſt 
every evil one, by ſerious and impartial Rebukes of miſtaken 


or preſumptuous Offenders, and a proper Correction of noto- | 


rious Delinquents, within the Extent of their Spiritual Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction. And to perpetuate in this Miniſtry 
together with the Office itſelf, both the excellent Qualities 
requiſite for it, and the happy Effects of it upon the Chri- 
ſtian Church thro all Times, the Apoſtles under the Gui- 


dance 
*; Tim. lit, 9. + 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. Ibid. iii. 1 
Jude ver. 3. ** Heb, xiu, 1 7 11 Ae. xx. 28. 
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dance of God's Holy Spirit, took the beſt Precautions ima- 
ginable. They appointed themſelves, as the Scriptures 
themſelves intimate, and the Antients * expreſlly aſſure us, 

the choiceſt Firſt-fruits, or the very Flower of their Diſ- 
ciples, Men in all Reſpects the moſt accompliſh'd for this 
great Work, to be the Governours and Paſtors in every 
Church of their own planting. And of theſe, the Superior 
Order to whom the Title of 717x579, or Biſhop, was in 
Time appropria ed, were enjoyn'd to admit thoſe only into 
the Miniſtry, who were proportionably eminent for the 
ſame Abilities and Virtues, they poſſeſs d themſelves, ſuch 
only as were faithful Men , ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, apt 
to teach, holding faſt the faithful Word as they had been taught, 

and able by ſound Doctrine both to exhort and convince Gain- 
ayers ||. A Pattern, which (as St. Paul's Epiſtles to Ti. 
mothy and Titus * ſufficiently) all their Succeſſors in 
the ſame important Charge were commanded and preſum'd 
to follow, to the beſt of their Judgment and Power. 

Now ſuch an Inſtitution thus fram'd and regulated was of 
all others the moſt likely Means in the z7/trumental Way of 
promoting the great Ends abovementioned. And to one, 
who in Theory ſhould view the Chriſtian Society riſing up 
under ſuch an Adminiſtration, it would naturally appear e- 
ven from thence (tho not free from every Stain and Blemiſh, 
yet in general) the Church of the living God, the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth. He would conſider the ſacred Oracles 
of God, not only as lodg'd within the Boſom, and committed 
to the Cuſtody of it, but likewiſe as eſteem d with the high- 
8 Veneration, and ſtudied with the greateſt Aſſiduity: 


He 


* See Clem. Roman. Epiſt. prim. ad Corinth. $. 22. f Tim. 
11. 2. | i. i. 55 8, 9. . | | 
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He would likewiſe conſider them as involv'd at no time in a 
Darkneſs impenetrable from their particular Original Lan- 
guage, but as ever opened to the weak and unlearned by the 
Induſtry of thoſe Miniſters, whoſe Lips were to preſerve 
Knowledge, and at whoſe Mouth the People were to ſeek the 
Law *. Theſe Stewards of the Myſteries of God he would 
contemplate as what they ought to be, actuated by a con- 


ſtant Senſe of their Duty, and furniſh'd with all Talents and 


Abilities requiſite for the due Diſcharge of it, and therefore 
as interpreting the Scriptures faithfully in a Tongue fami- 
liar to their People, as expounding them judiciouſly and 
ſolidly, and inculcating ſtrongly and frequently the true 
Doctrines and Precepts of them, without any ſiniſter De- 
ſigns, any ſecret corrupt Biaſs, any partial Favour to pri- 
vate Prejudices or Intereſts, in the pureſt Integrity of 
Heart and Soul, and an inflexible Adherence to the known 
Will and Inſtructions of their Lord. And ſhould any 
under their Inſpection either break out into vicious Pra- 
ctices, contrary to the Spirit and condemn d by the Letter of 
God's Law, or endeavour to ſeduce the Brethren into Er- 
rors repugnant to the Doctrine of it, he would in Thought 
behold them oppoſing both with all Zeal and Vigilance, 
and labouring by all lawful Methods within their Power to 
reclaim the one and correct the other; or if continuing 
immoveable by gentler Applications, inflicting ſpiritual Cen- 
ſures upon them, with a due Mixture of Mildneſs and Seve- 
rity, Reſolution and Compaſſion. 

Now in this View of Things, how amiable and exalted 
an Idea would be form'd of this Religious Society! A Society 
thus enjoying a moſt perfect Revelation of God's Will, thus 
"BI "" 9 in- 


* Malach. ii. 7. 
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inſtructed in every important Truth, thus modell d by the 
illuſtrious Examples of Apoſtles, and Saints, and Martyrs, 


*— 


. V 13 
> 


and thus diſciplin'd to Obedience and eternal Salvation by 


living Teachers and Rulers! And tho' a Retroſpect on hu- 
man Nature in its preſent State of Infirmity and Corruption, 


and encompaſs'd with ſuch a Variety of enſnaring Tempta- 


tions, would cloud ard ſully in ſome meaſure this ideal 


Image of Chriſt's Church, and cauſe juſt Apprehenſions 


of ſome Defects and Miſcarriages in this Miniſtry itſelf as 


well as People, which St. Paul did by the Spirit foreſee and 
foretel, yet with all theſe would it plainly appear to 
caſt ſuch a Brightneſs and Glory on the former, as to raiſe a 
deep and grateful Senſe of its excellent Uſe and Value. Nor 
will Hiſtory antient and modern, tho' ſwelling with too ma- 
ny Reproaches to our Function, permit us to be Strangers to 
the happy Effects of it in the Chriſtian World. How was 
Aja enlighten'd and bleſs d heretofore by an Euſebius, a 
Bafil, and a Gregory] How was Europe by an Irenæus, a 
Hilary, and a Chryſo/tom, and Africa by a Cyprian and Au- 
guſtine And not to dwell on remoter Times or Places, what 
Treaſures of Knowledge and ſpiritual Benefits has this Nation 
deriv'd from the Piety, Wiſdom, and Learning of the Fathers 
and Paſtors of it! With what Induſtry and Fidelity have the 
Scriptures been laid open to the Eyes of all! How copiouſly 
and judiciouſly have all the momentous Doctrines of them 
been explain'd, and-the Precepts of them ſtated and enforc'd 


to the People! In what Purity and Exactneſs of Form is the 


publick Worſhip of God preſcrib'd, and the Holy Sacraments 


 adminiſter'd in the Church of England ! How lively and 
beautiful a Tranſcript may we ſee in its Faith and Conſtitu- 


tion of the Primitive Church of Chriſt, and how bright a 


Parallel 
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Parallel to the ſpiritual Rulers of the one in Holineſs, Inte- 
grity, and Capacity, has been diſplay' d from Time to Time 
in thoſe of the other! It is this diſtinguiſh'd Eminence, 
which has render'd our Church a Praiſe in the Earth, the 
Admiration of our Brethren abroad, and the Glory and chief 
Bulwark of the Proteſtant Religion. All which Exceller- 

_ cies in it, and Advantages from it, might juſtly claim from 

thoſe within its Pale, inſtead of Murmurings, Invectives and 
Deſigns againſt it for ſome light incidental Defects, the 

UF warmeſt Affection and Zeal for its Support and Proſperity ;. 

and may all the true Sons and Diſciples of it unite with Fer- 

| vour and Alacrity upon this and every other Occafion, both 

x in grateful Praiſes and Thankſgivings to Almighty God for 

his Goodneſs in planting this Church among us, and in hearty 


ö Prayers for his continual Preſence with and Providence over 

S it; that by his gracious Bleſſing upon and Direction of thoſe, 

N who are rais d to the ſpiritual Government and Inſtruction of 8 5 
1 his People, and by the kindly Influences of his Holy Spirit 4 

. on the Minds of thoſe under their Care, This and every other 

- Branch of Chriſt's myſtical Body may become, in the Apo- 

ſtle's Stile, a Church of the living God, a Pillar and Ground of 

the Truth. 
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